
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 2018 Newsletter 

Dear Parents and Families,  

We are off to a very smooth start to the 2018-19 school year at Homer Davis. Whether you are a returning Dragon 

family or new to our school, I can assure you that our team works very hard each day to create a personalized 

learning experience for every child. Each grade level’s curriculum is being driven by the Arizona College & Career 

Readiness Standards. Daily lessons are creating and delivered following district provided curriculum maps.  

As we begin the new school year, please help your child be the best they are capable of becoming by: 

  

· Reading 20 minutes each night  

· Volunteering in your child’s classroom  

· Practicing and mastering grade level math facts  

· Completing homework assigned Monday through Thursday  

· Being on time to school and preventing absences (School begins- 7:55 & Ends- 2:10)  

· Following the Peace Builder Rules  

· Taking pride in our school and respecting others  

· Utilizing Power School Parental Portal to monitor student grades (3rd-6th)  

 

As you may be aware, the federal government has reauthorized the Elementary and Secondary School Act (ESEA). 

The reauthorization has mandated several changes in Title 1 schools with an increased effort to inform parents. I am 

writing to let you know of some of your rights under ESEA. Under ESEA, you can request information concerning 

the professional qualifications of your child’s teacher(s). To be more specific, you may request any of the following 

information, at a minimum:  

 

* Whether your child’s teacher meets Arizona teacher qualifying and licensing criteria for the grade level or subject 

area which the teacher teaches; 

  

* Whether your child’s teacher is teaching under emergency or other provisional status from the State Dept. of 

Education;  

 

* The baccalaureate degree major of the teacher and any other graduate certification or degree held by the teacher;  

 

* Whether paraprofessionals (teacher aides) provide any services to your student and, if so, you may request 

information on the qualifications of those individuals.  

 

If you would like to request information about ESEA, please contact me at 696-8251 or by email at 

lyle.dunbar@fwusd.org. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to give me a call or email. 

Teamwork is the key to our success! I look forward to working with you as a team to provide the best possible 

education for our students.  

 

Lyle Dunbar  

 

Principal  

 

 

We Believe! 

We Achieve! 

We Succeed! 



 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
  

 
 

 
 
 

  
 

  

2 No School 3 4 5 ½ Day      6 7 8 
  

 
Labor Day 
 

 
Girls’ VB  
A Team @ 
Douglas 
 
Scouts 7-8 
MPR 

 
Student Council 
Speech 
Assembly 12:45-
1:30 
 
 
School 
Improvement 
Meeting 3:30  
 
Karate 6-9 MPR 

 

Noon 
Dismissal 
 
 
 

Cookie Dough & 
Dragons Of 
Character 
Assembly 8:15 
 
4th Grade Food 
Smart 
Presentation 9:30 
 
Girls’ VB B Team 
@ Douglas @ 
Davis 

 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
  

Volleyball 
Practice 2:15 
 
Choir 2:30 
 
Cheerleading  
6-9 MPR 

Pizza Lunch w/ 
Principal 11:30 
 

Girls’ VB A 
Team @ 
Centennial 
 
Scouts 7-8 
MPR 

Pizza Lunch w/ 
Principal 11:30 
 
Volleyball 
Practice 2:15 
 
PTO Meeting 
2:30 Library 
 
Karate 6-9 MPR 

Girls’ VB B Team 
Centennial @ 
Davis 
 
 

Volleyball Team 
Meeting 7:30 

 
Fire Drill 10:15 

 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
 DAP Testing  

 
Choir 2:30 
 
Cheerleading 6-
9 MPR 

DAP Testing 
Girls’ VB 
A Team 
Hendricks @ 
Davis 
 

Scouts 7-8 
MPR 

DAP Testing 
 
Volleyball 
Practice 2:15 
 
 

Karate 6-9 
MPR 

DAP Testing 
 
4th Grade food 
Smart Pres. 9:30 
 

Girls’ VB B Team 
@ Hendricks 
 

DAP Testing 
 Volleyball Meeting 
7:30 
4th Grade food smart 
Pres. 9:30 
6th Grade Desert 
Museum Lesson 
8:15 

 

23/30 24 25 26 27 28 29 
  

Volleyball 
Practice 2:15 
 
Choir 
 
Cheerleading 6-9 
MPR 

 
 
Girls’ VB A 
Team 
Richardson @ 
Davis 
 
Scouts 7-8 
MPR 

 
 
Volleyball 
Practice 2:15 
 
Site Council 2:30 
 
Karate 6-9 MPR 

4th Grade Food 
Smart 
Presentation 9:30 
 
Girls’ VB B Team 
@ Richardson 

Volleyball Team 
Meeting 7:30  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Kindergarten 

Our kinder classes are off to a great start! We have learned the letter M and S, focused on the sight word I and have 
started working on counting in math. Next week we will focus on the letters: R, T, N and P and the sight words: A, 
My and The. We appreciate all of your cooperation in helping our little ones learn the school procedures. In the 
morning, all kindergarteners need to go directly to the playground or to the cafeteria to eat breakfast. Dismissal is at 
2:00 p.m. Please remember to sign up for conference with your teachers and to continue to do your reading logs as 
the reading logs count towards their homework grade in their report cards. Thursday, September 6th, is our first half 
day so please be sure to pick up your child by 12PM. Thank you to all the parents who have donated snack, please 
continue to bring those in as we have snack every day at 10:15 AM and it gets eaten quickly.  
Thank you for everything! 
The Kindergarten Teachers 

 
First Grade 
First grade has been working hard the past few weeks, learning all the procedures and routines for this year! Great 

job, students!  

Parents, THANK YOU to the many families who came to Parent Night; we had record attendance! Please don’t 

hesitate to contact us with any questions or concerns as we continue to move ahead in the year. Thank you also for all 

the supply donations; we appreciate it!!  

Homework: Please be sure to practice spelling and sight words each night with your child, along with reading 20 

minutes. Don’t forget, reading folders and completed reading logs need to be turned in EVERY Friday for your child 

to receive credit for their homework.  

We look forward to a great year ahead! Thanks for your support for such a strong start!  

Mrs. Powers and Mrs. Thomas 

First Grade Team.  

 
Second Grade 

Welcome back Dragon Families! The first few weeks of school have been busy and full of fun. But there is 
more fun to be had this year on all of our amazing field trips! This year we will be traveling to the Tucson Village 
Farm, the Sonoran Desert Museum, the Tucson Rodeo, Pima Air and Space Museum, Bookmans and the FW 
public library. These earned trips are amazing off-campus learning experiences that we hope all second graders 
can participate in. The total cost for these trips will be $10. You can pay at the front office or look for 
communication from your child’s teacher about each individual trip. We are really looking forward to some fun 
and educational trips this year with all of your kiddos!  

Healthy snack is part of our daily schedule in second grade. Students can bring their own snack from home 
or donate to the class. We LOVE donations! Some things that we like are goldfish crackers, cereal, graham crackers, 
popcorn and cheez-its. Thank you for your support 

~ The Second Grade Team ~ 
                                                     Mrs. McCain, Ms. Kiecolt & Mrs. Howe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Third Grade 

We are all excited to have our wonderful Homer Davis Dragons back after a restful summer. All of our third graders 

have come ready to learn! To learn, we must practice, so third graders can expect homework every night, Monday 

through Thursday. It is very important that homework be turned in on time! Homework is due the day after it is 

assigned. Third grade students should be responsible for their own homework, and should complete the homework as 

independently as possible. Reading every night is part of the homework—third graders should be reading 20 minutes 

every day and parents can be asking questions about what they read. Additionally, please encourage your children to 

be practicing addition, subtraction, and multiplication math facts as much as possible and explaining their work for 

math. This will greatly help their math skills! Ask your children what they are learning each day after school! We are 

investigating Earth Materials and they should have many new vocabulary words to share with you!  

-Third Grade Team 

GRADE LEVEL NEWS 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fourth Grade  

Happy September 4th Grade Families!  

Thank you to those who attended Parent Night! We enjoyed meeting our students’ families. Please see below for 

important information and updates:  

* Homework Folders & Tuesday Folders- Thank you for checking your child’s homework each night and signing the 

homework log and reading log. Please encourage your child to complete any REDO work found in their Tuesday 

Folders. Remember you can always write a note on your child’s Tuesday Folder paper to communicate with your 

child’s teacher.  

* Food Smart Families- Tucson Village Farm will be visiting our classrooms this month until October to teach our 

students about healthy food choices and active lifestyles. Be sure to ask your child what they have learned from Ms. 

Katie about nutrition and healthy choices!  

* Conferences- Please look for conference forms towards the end of September/ early October. Conferences will be 

available October 15-17.  

* Sleep and Breakfast- Please continue to ensure that your child is sleeping for at least 8 hours a night and eating a 

healthy breakfast the following morning. A well-rested child is a productive one! J  

We always appreciate your support and understanding throughout the year. Please do not hesitate to contact your 

child’s teacher with any questions or concerns.  

-4th Grade Teachers 

 Fifth Grade 
Dear Fifth Grade Families, 

Thank you to all the families that attended the Homer Davis Open House on August 23rd. The turnout was great! It 

was nice to meet so many families and be able to go over the 5th grade expectations. There is no school on Monday, 

the 3rd. The Student Council Debate will be in the MPR at 12:45 on the 5th. There is a half day of school on 

September 6th and students will be released at 12:00. The Cookie Dough PTO sale is underway starting on the 7th. 

Thank you for helping Homer Davis raise funds for student programs and school activities by guiding your child 

when selling to family or friends.  There will be a Dragons of Character Assembly on the morning of the 7th at 8:15 

in the MPR. School lockdown information will be discussed in class on the 7th. Information already was sent home 

to families on August 31st. Midterms will be sent home on Friday, the 7th and should be returned signed by both the 

student and parent on the following school day. Looking ahead, on Friday, October 5th Homer Davis will host the 

annual carnival. Parents are encouraged to volunteer with their child’s classroom to run a booth for 30 minute 

rotations. The carnival is from 5:00-8:00 on the east end of campus. Thank you for a great start of the school year. 

We look forward to working with you. Please remember to keep practicing your math facts for multiplication. If 

there are ever any concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the teacher at any time. 

-Your fifth grade team, 

Ms. Carswell, Ms. Hendricks, and Mr. Van Derlaske 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sixth Grade 
Sixth grade is off to a great start!   
Thank you to everyone that attended Open House.  We appreciate your time and partnership when it comes to 
your child's education.  Please continue to provide support at home by offering a quiet place for them to complete 
their homework and get their reading done.  There will almost always be nightly homework Monday through 
Thursday.  Please assure that your child finishes and turns in their homework daily.  This is an easy way to keep 
them on track. 
 
We look forward to an awesome year! 
 
Sixth Grade Team- 
Ms. Adelstone, Mrs. McClellan, Mrs. Spencer   

 

 

 



Specials Area News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Band & Orchestra 

Hello friends and family of band and orchestra students! 

For those that don’t know me, my name is Spencer O’Keefe, and I travel to Homer Davis, Centennial, Hendricks, 

and Walter Douglas Elementary. As such, I may not be at Homer Davis if you try to come visit or call. I have 

voicemail, but the best way to reach me would be my email at spencer.o’keefe@fwusd.org.  

The beginning of the year is always a bit slow with classes being set up and instruments being assigned, so I’d like 

to thank you and your students for your patience. 

We encourage parents to try and rent instruments whenever possible for their students, but we realize that this does 

not always happen. The fees for borrowing an instrument from the school are establish to help us maintain our 

instruments and to purchase replacements for instruments that need to be retired. We thank you for paying your 

instrument fee when your child is given his or her instrument. 

If you have other questions or concerns, do not hesitate to contact me at my email listed above. 

Mr. O’Keefe 

 

 

 

Music 
In music, we have had a great start to the year. We have spent the first few weeks really getting to know each other 

and the music room procedures and rules. Every grade level will get to go on stage this year at some point, so please 

be watching for information letters that your child(ren) brings home! Below is a general timeline. I look forward to 

seeing you around the music room!  

Veteran’s Day: 3rd grade Holiday Show: 1st grade Rodeo: 2nd grade Spring Recorders: 4th grade Piggy opera: 

Kindergarten Spring Musical: Dragon Choir (4th, 5th, and 6th grade) Dragon Choir, Band and Orchestra are for our 

5th and 6th graders and is another frequent performance opportunity for our students!  

Musically Yours,  

Ms. Thrush  

 
Library 

Welcome back to Homer Davis!  A new year is upon us and we have already had some exciting days in the 

library.  We have begun checking out books so here are a few reminders about book care: 

 Never eat or drink while you are reading.                                                                        
 Don’t let younger brothers or sisters have your book.  
 Always return your book on time.   

If you damage or lose a book, you will be responsible to replace it or pay for it. 

mailto:spencer.o'keefe@fwusd.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 There’s an App for that. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PE 

Good luck to Mrs. Howe and Mrs. Spencer and our mighty dragon girls’ volleyball team on their upcoming season.  Go Lady 

Dragons!!!!! 

 A Team        B Team 

         Sept.4 - Douglas                              Sept.7 - Home 

         Sept.11 - Centennial                Sept.14 - Home 

         Sept.18 – Home                                            Sept.20 - Hendricks 

         Sept.25 – Home                Sept.29- Richardson 

 

 



 

 

 


